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Gentlemen amateurs, with few exceptions, are the
worst of the amateur genus. It is remarked, that the
gentleman of the stage is not the gentleman of private
life; it is" certain the gentleman of private life is the
most ungentlemanly creature imaginable on the stage;
and it is as certain that fellows, of no mark or likelihood,
have aped gentility, though vilely ; and hence it is, that
men taken from the middle grade of society make the
"best artists: because a feeling of degradation does not
wither their energies, and their knowledge of life gives
a portraiture, not a burlesque, on nature. Kenilworth,
Warwick Castle, Guy's Cliff, and the noted Pea-green
Hayne, came under my observation, else my stay in
Leamington had been altogether profitless ; but I left it
without sorrow, and terminated my first engagement with
Bennett, in Rodolph, at the Worcester races.

After an absence of seven months, I returned to my for-
mer station, in the Plymouth theatre, and received a most
cheering welcome. (19) The first night commenced with
a dulness, which shed its influence over the whole season.
We made a bad beginning, and a worse ending. Bernard,
who once managed the old theatre, and stood high in the
estimation of tme world, opened in Lord Ogleby;but
neither to his own, or the public satisfaction. He had
outlived his energies, and even his old friends and admi-
rers could see no trace of that humour, which in by-gone
days had shone so conspicuously in Jemmy Jumps. It is
a matter of deep regret, that an actor's necessities should
keep him on. the stage one hour beyond the time when
his fame shows the first symptom of decline ; for he never
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